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of the war he did not hesitate to suggest to his leader
purchases in America.
There was a fine outcry ,set up by some of the
industrialists ; and yet they were unable to meet the
orders that had been given to them! They were in-
valuable, those American planes, having only the defect
of being too few for our squadrons, where eager pilots
were impatiently awaiting their arrival.
Later, when he was Premier, M. Reynaud must have
regretted, if he had time, the veto he laid, as keeper of the
purse in his capacity as Minister of Finance, on a pro-
gramme denounced as too costly because too vast. The
sacrosanct administration of the Finance Ministry had
decided in agreement with the Bank of France, where
Inspection of Finances was enthroned, that the war
would last'three years, that both mentally and in practice
the gold reserves must be divided into three equal heaps,
the second never to be mortgaged before the proper date
for touching it had come! That was called making
provision for the future ! Where is the future ?*
* As regards this matter of the purchase of aeroplanes in America
a personal friend of M. Paul Reynaud was anxious to give me an
explanation of what would otherwise be a misunderstanding of the
position: " What M. Paul Reynaud was unwilling to do," he has
told me by word of mouth an4 letter, " was not to buy American
machines in great number, but to buy them blindly. In order to
husband resources and to balance the requirements in foreign
currency of the various Ministerial departments, he had to know
both the needs of each department for the work in progress, and
the provision to be made for future programmes. It was impos-
sible to obtain a comprehensive plan or definite statements of the
future needs of the Ministry. This impossibility, moreover, was
due to the fact that the High Command having no exact idea of
modern warfare, instead of giving systematic orders to the various
services, allowed them to cover their responsibility by heaping
up, without any order of preference or priority, the stocks whose
acquisition justified their existence,
"It was while trying to effect the indispensable preliminary
work of clarifying the various needs that the ambition came over
M. Reynaud to take charge of the Ministry of National Defence,
where he felt it was necessary to carry out a task of systematic
reorganisation similar to that which he had successfully performed
at the Rue de Rivoli."